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Clements Won’t Rule Out A-Bomh Use 


By ANTHONY RIPLEY 

Special to Tha New York Ttaei 

WASHINGTON. Jan. 11 — 
Villiam P. Clements Jr., nom-j 
nated by President Nixon toi 
>e Deputy Secretary of Defense,^ 


( In a discussion of the heavy 
I December bombing raids over 
North Vietnamese cities, Mr. 

Clements startled the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
Where he was testifying, by 
saying that Adm. Thomas H. 

- - Moorec , chairman of the Joint 

;aid todfly he would not rule: Chiefs' of Staff, had suggested 
)ut the use of nuclear weapons': the heavy 

iver North Vietnam. - itingency plan.” ’ * m*yiL» «l>i 

At a Senate hearing on his I "Moorer was consulted,” Mr. L . 
:onfirmation, the Dallas busi- ^Clements said. “He did under- ll P 
nessman was asked by Senator 
Harold E. Hughes. Democrat 
of Iowa, about a resumption of 
bombing if the peace negotia- 
tions in Paris should break' 
down. 

“Would you recommend the 
?be of nuclear weapons over 
North Vietnam if no agreement 
is reached?” the Senator asked. 

“I would have to study the 
answer to that/’ Mr. Clements 
answered. “I would not say I 
either would not or would. 1 ’ 


Aside from Senator Hughes’s 
questioning, the committee 
members seemed ready to ac- 
cept both nominations and re- 
commend them for full Senate 
approval. 

Mr. Clements ad Mr. Richard- 
son will be opposed on the floor 
by Senator Hughes who -said he 
believed that all of President 
Nixon’s appointments should be 

force an end to the 

Swat: 


: f^«5Sr h »3?*''5Sip e< l!. *nww Ttomts 1 McIntyre, 

**• ««•.'*» * * sLSZt .“ng 1 s 

'may have, to vote against the 
onfirmation” of Mr. Richard- 
son unless there are clefrr signs; 


iinake 
bombing. 

, Dec. 18 was the date the 
'heavy raids began following a 
breakdown of the peace talks 
In Paris,. 


Lapse Held Possible 


Mr. Clements. added, “In mv- 
[hew capacity, I may have said 
Something I shouldn’t have said, 

but I don’t think so.” 

^ - - - • '•- 


that the “savage bombing of. 
innocents” will not resume if! 
.he peace talks fail. 1 


Senator Hughes pressed the Senator John C. S tennis 
issue, asking him if he could ^ mocra t of Missis sipp i who -is 
eliminate the use of nuclear committee chairman, said, 

weapons “in your own mind.” was inferred ' toy this com- „ iVi , , , , lr ,,, < u 

“No sir,” Mr. Clements re- fruttee thatthe President acted p . A . t>, p n ™ 

plied. “I would not eliminate 7 m order,n 8 tho ! ° f f. 0 ®^ 
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It. That is not to say I would tombing. . j ■ 20th Parallel," filed POWs. 

be in favor of it either.” The committee said )t wo, j 

Uter, Senator Hughes resume the hearing on Mr. CV- 
brought the subject up again ments -tomorrow. They met :rt 
for clarification, saying there execut.ve, session after today s 
was a distinction between use heal ™g *9 g°^ v er Mr Gm- 
of conventional and nuclear ^ ents iP m ; a _ te T ln ! n 5I al . 
weapons. . * * V;^ 

“Is there a line we should 
not cross? the Senator asked. 


‘Sensitive AnwV 

Mr. Clement* y rejSW that it 
was “a very sensitive; area.” 

“I don't went to get into 
that at thirfime. X recognize a 
difference/ There’s an awful 
difference,” he «fti& 

He said, that the tise of nu- 
clear weapons depended on a 
time frame,” on wfrere* when 

JJtS- * — 

*T can’t answer that,** he 
said. 

Senator Hughes asked Mr. 
Clements, if the President 
should recommend nuclear 
bombing “would you support 
it?” 

“I’d either support the Pres- 
ident or if I didn’t I’d be on 
my way back to Dallas.” 


He is the chairman of a Dallas 
construction company in the oil 
industry called SEDCO. Inc. 

Earlier in the day. i he com 
mittee finished -"questioning El- 
liott L. Richardson, Secret \r--{ S 
Health. Education and Wojfatie. 
who has been designated by the . 

DrAci/Iani (ic flio ndur Sf>i SI ; ' 


President as the pew (Secretary 
of Defense. 
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